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New Research Agreement with the University of York for Cancer Diagnosis and Therapy 
 

Cizzle Biotechnology, the UK based diagnostics developer, is pleased to announce that following 
successful results from its current research programme with the University of York, due to end this 
year, that it has today signed a new research agreement with the University for the further 
development and validation of its CIZ 1B biomarker technology for early stage cancer diagnosis and 
other potential applications in cancer therapy. 

This includes the evaluation of the Company’s proprietary biomarker for detecting a range of 
cancers in addition to the existing programme for early lung cancer detection.  

 
Highlights 

 
•  New 12-month research and development agreement with the University of York 
•  Builds on successful outcomes of current research programme on meeting key milestones for 

monoclonal antibody characterization and assay platform optimization. 
•  All intellectual property rights arising from the work to be owned by the Company 
•  Extends access to state of the art facilities and world leading scientists to support new 

solutions for early cancer diagnostics and therapeutic tools 
 

This new agreement will extend the work being conducted at the university until 25th September 
2024 and follows the successful programme initially announced on 17 September 2021 and further 
extended to June 2023. With a focus on the development and validation of molecular tools with 
potential application in cancer diagnosis or therapy, significant progress has been made in 
characterising and optimizing the company’s antibodies for use and scale up into the configuration 
required for further clinical trials ahead of the launch of commercial early stage lung cancer assays. 
As in previous agreements, Cizzle Biotechnology will own all intellectual property rights arising from 
the work which strengthens the Company’s position in creating new solutions for early cancer 
diagnostics and therapeutic tools. 

 
Cizzle Biotechnology was a spin out from the University of York based on research and development 
by Professor Dawn Coverley at the University and the first company from the university to be listed 
on the London Stock Exchange. The company has a proven and long-term commitment to work with 
the University of York which provides access to its leading-edge research facilities and expertise. 

 
Commenting, Allan Syms, Executive Chairman of Cizzle Biotechnology, said: “I am delighted to 
further extend our relationship with the University of York and in particular the leading-edge 
research being a carried out in Professor Dawn Coverley’s laboratories. The continuity and 
commitment of the researchers at the University has been a key building block in the development 
and commercialization of the CIZ1B biomarker for early cancer diagnosis. The current research 
programme has met some critical milestones, especially in optimising the platform and antibodies 
required to scale up and bring to market our diagnostic tests for early stage cancer detection. This 
new agreement will continue our access to state of the art research facilities and world leading 
scientists as we pursue our plans to bring early detection tests for lung cancer and potentially other 



forms of cancer.” 
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About the Company 

Cizzle Biotechnology is developing a blood test for the early detection of lung cancer. Cizzle 
Biotechnology is a spin- out from the University of York, founded in 2006 around the work of Professor 
Coverley and colleagues. Its proof-of-concept prototype test is based on the ability to detect a stable 
plasma biomarker, a variant of CIZ1 known as CIZ1B. CIZ1 is a naturally occurring cell nuclear protein 
involved in DNA replication, and the targeted CIZ1B variant is highly correlated with early stage lung 
cancer. 

For more information please see https://cizzlebiotechnology.com 

You can also follow the Company through its twitter account @CizzlePlc and on LinkedIn. 


